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DESCRIPTION 

The subject of biology known as evolutionary biology analyses the evolutionary processes of natural selection, common 

descent, and speciation that resulted in the variety of life on Earth. It is also known as the study of the evolution of life on 

Earth. According to evolution, all species are connected and evolve progressively over generations. Genetic differences 

influence an organism's phenotypes in a population. Certain creatures will benefit from these phenotypic alterations, which 

will be passed down to their progeny. Current study has broadened its scope to include the genetic architecture of adaptation, 

molecular evolution, and the various mechanisms that contribute to evolution, including as sexual selection, genetic drift, and 

biogeography. Furthermore, the younger discipline of evolutionary developmental biology explores how embryogenesis is 

regulated; giving a broader synthesis that merges developmental biology with the previous evolutionary synthesis's fields of 

research. 

Types of evolution 

According to the results of the search, below is a potential definition for each type of evolution: adaptive, convergent, 

divergent, and coevolution. 

Adaptive evolution: Adaptive evolution refers to evolutionary changes that occur as a result of environmental changes, 

which make the organism more suited for its environment. This modification boosts the organism's chances of survival and 

reproduction; this is referred to as an organism's fitness. 

Convergent evolution: Convergent evolution is the process through which related or distantly related species independently 

develop comparable features. This type of evolution produces homologous structures between two species that have a 

similar function, structure, or shape. Sharks and dolphins, for example, appear similar but are unrelated. Furthermore, birds, 

flying insects, and bats all have the capacity to fly, but they are not related to one other. Similar features tend to arise as a 

result of comparable environmental forces. 

Divergent evolution: The process of speciation is known as divergent evolution. This can happen in a variety of ways: 

Allopatric speciation is when species are separated by a physical barrier that divides the population into two groups. Genetic 

drift and natural selection, for example, can then work independently on each group. 

Pediatric speciation is a sort of allopatric speciation in which one of the new populations is much smaller than the other 

starting population. As a result, the population may have different allele frequencies and phenotypes than the initial 

population. These tiny populations are also more vulnerable to genetic drift. 

Parapatric speciation is similar to allopatric speciation in that it happens when two species diverge without a physical barrier 

between them. This is common when a species' population is extremely huge and spreads across a broad area. When a new 

species or subspecies emerges from the original population while still sharing the same tiny environment and without any 

physical barriers separating them from members of their original population, this is referred to as sympatric speciation. There 

is scientific disagreement on whether sympatric speciation exists. Artificial speciation is the deliberate creation of new species 

by scientists for use in laboratory operations. 
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Coevolution:  Coevolution is the effect of two closely related species. When two or more species co-evolve, one species 

adapts to changes in the other species. This form of evolution is common in animals with symbiotic interactions. For example, 

the most prevalent kind of coevolution is predator-prey coevolution. Because there is selection pressure on the prey to avoid 

capture, the predator must develop to become a more successful hunter. In turn, the prey must devise better survival 

methods. Predator-prey interactions are shown by the Red Queen theory. Pollinating insects like bees and blooming plants, 

as well as herbivores and plants, are frequent instances of diffuse or guild coevolution. 
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